Homily by Fr. Alfred Calleja – (11th June 2007) 
Dearest Confreres,



today is a feast-day for the whole Order. I am sure that the true protagonist of this feast is St. Maximilian Kolbe. To him goes the honour. Today we have made his dream and his wish a reality. We can say in total honesty that he is the winner. He it was, who wanted to establish our presence in India. In fact, when returning from Japan in 1932, he stopped in India, precisely at Ernaculam, in Kerala state, to give start to a Franciscan-Marian apostolate in that great Catholic city of Southern India. We know only too well that his dream was dashed by the Second World War. He had to leave India and go back to Poland, his motherland. We also know from his writings that he was very sad about this. It was the first time he failed to translate into reality one of his plans for the glory of the Immaculate. He wrote: “I bless the friars that will one day go to India and do what I couldn’t do”. 
Dearest Brothers, what St. Maximilian could not do, many years later was made a reality by us, the Franciscan Conventual friars of Malta. Today we feel very proud and happy, because St. Maximilian is blessing the new Province that we all wanted to surrender today to the Order. During the past 27 years we experienced many joys and many hardships. I would also say that we worked very hard, with courage and great trust in God. We also suffered a lot: misunderstandings on the part of the diocesan clergy, being denied the Visa by the Indian State, threats by Hindu fundamentalists and even two missionaries expelled from India. Despite all this, we remained in India, certain that St. Maximilian was with us. We continued working with perseverance and with love for the Indian people. Yes, we endured. And here we are: the Lord has truly rewarded us abundantly. 

On the other side, we also found so much goodness, and so many people close to us, bishops and religious people who supported us with great charity. I want to thank the Order, always ready to give us a hand in difficult moments, and so many Provinces who supported us with financial help. But today I think I must express my gratitude in a special way to our Capuchin brothers, who in very delicate and critical moments for our presence and activity in India, through their Minister General gave us a Friar to live with us for some years: he was our hope for the good Franciscan formation of our young Indian candidates. 
The main task we were told to fulfil by the Order was the plantation Ordinis in India. We tried our best to stick to such program, by giving top priority to vocational promotion and to initial and continuing formation. 

Our first constructions were our seminaries. And the pillars on which we built our Indian mission were: 

1. A good, solid Formation; 

2. The Franciscan Institutions’ formation: M.I. and SFO 

3. Inter-Religious Dialogue.

For the formation of our youth we called our best friar-lecturers in Franciscanism and we were lucky to get the cooperation of the best Indian formators. 
Today I truly wish to have all the Friars of my dear Province and all the Indian friars here by my side. We have here one of the first young men called by St. Francis: the Vicar general, Friar Mathew Puraydom. He is one of the first witnesses and a pioneer of the short yet great history of the newest Province in the Order.  
I am very grateful to the Maltese Friars. I am proud of our Indian Confreres who managed to keep our Order’s banners high up, with firmness, perseverance, intelligence and wisdom. They deserved the honour we enjoy today, when we can proudly declare before all of you and the whole Order that our young Indian Custody is now a PROVINCE of the Order of the Friars Minor Conventual.

We wholeheartedly hope that this new Province will grow and multiply through ever new initiatives for God’s Kingdom on earth and for our Order. 
Amen.
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